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Making the most of our historic environment 

Members of the Northern Ireland Archaeology Forum believe 
that the historic environment's potential social, economic and 
cultural contribution should be more widely recognised to 
reflect the great public appetite for learning about our past.   
There has been limited support through government for 
developing its public benefits, though welcome recognition of its 
role.   We need to create many more opportunities for people 
to be involved, to reach new and diverse audiences, to share 
skills and to develop lessons from archaeology for our
communities today.

We have identified four main areas where action is needed to 
harness the full value of the historic environment and to help 
deliver government's goals for sustainable communities and the 
cultural heritage.   

Robust, clear cross-governmental recognition of the 
social, economic and educational value of our rural, urban 
and maritime historic environment, with DoE providing a 
strong, strategic lead within government.   

Sustained investment in national and local government 
historic environment services, including museums.   

Capacity-building and resources for the voluntary sector 
to improve delivery of social, cultural and educational 
benefits.   

Promotion and celebration of the contribution that 
archaeology and the historic environment make to 
quality of life in our communities.

We would like to see:   
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Kilnasaggart Pillar Stone, Jonesborough Co.   Armagh

Legananny Dolmen, Co. Down Queen’s University Belfast - Survey team

Dunluce Castle,  Co.   Antrim
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