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Northern Ireland Archaeology Forum

Making the most of our historic environment

Members of the Northern Ireland Archaeology Forum believe
that the historic environment's potential social, economic and
cultural contribution should be more widely recognised to
reflect the great public appetite for learning about our past.
There has been limited support through government for
developing its public benefits, though welcome recognition of its
role.We need to create many more opportunities for people
to be involved, to reach new and diverse audiences, to share
skills and to develop lessons from archaeology for our
communities today.
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Dunluce Castle, Co. Antrim

We have identified four main areas where action is needed to
harness the full value of the historic environment and to help
deliver government's goals for sustainable communities and the
cultural heritage.

We would like to see:

== Robust, clear cross-governmental recognition of the
social, economic and educational value of our rural, urban
and maritime historic environment, with DoE providing a
strong, strategic lead within government.

- Sustained investment in national and local government
historic environment services, including museums.

= Capacity-building and resources for the voluntary sector
to improve delivery of social, cultural and educational
benefits.

== Promotion and celebration of the contribution that
archaeology and the historic environment make to
quality of life in our communities.

Legananny Dolmen, Co. Down
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The NI Archaeology Forum facilitates individuals and organisations to protect, study and promote the historic environment. It is
a network of individuals and organisations interested in its aims, with a very open and inclusive membership ethos. The Forum's
remit is Archaeology, but it is enthusiastic to work with others to promote the historic environment.

Its aims are to:

= Encourage cooperative action to raise archaeology up the political and
public agendas.

== Advance understanding through education and awareness activities.

== Promote the economic, cultural, social and environmental value of the
historic environment and its links to sustainable development.

== Protect the resource through encouraging good practice at all
excavations, including post-excavation and publication.

== Encourage a coordinated and proactive approach to research into the
historic environment and its dissemination.

School group at excavation at St Patrick's, Armoy, Co. Antrim

The Forum was formed in 2006 and formally
launched in October 2007. Financial support for
the Forum has come from the Members and the
Environment and Heritage Service of the
Department of the Environment. The Forum is
serviced by Northern Ireland Environment Link.

Dromore Motte, Co. Down

Contact Details

NI Archaeology Forum

c/o Northern Ireland Environment Link
89 Loopland Drive

Belfast

BTé 9DW

Telephone: 028 9045 5770.

Email: Sue@nienvironmentlink.org
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Website: www.niaf.co.uk
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